[bookmark: _GoBack]ADVICE AND GUIDELINES for 
identification of thesis and analytical form

THESIS IDENTIFICATION
A thesis statement is one to four sentences and concise.  A thesis statement expresses the point of the argument. In other words, the thesis tells you what the author intends to prove, or show, or argue.   

I. Look for an Abstract. 
            An abstract is usually found between the title of the article and the actual article.
            Authors sometimes clearly identify the abstract and you can see the word “Abstract” 
            written on the page.  However, sometimes they don’t.  In these cases the abstract is 
            indicated by visual cues (e.g. a font, text size, and or indentation) to set apart the abstract
            from the title and the body of the article.  

      If there is an Abstract read it. Locate the thesis statement in the abstract and use it as a guide 
      for locating the thesis in the article.  Authors often restate the same sentence or portions of it.  
                               *WARNING* as to homework: Underlining the thesis in the abstract is 0 points.  
                                        You must locate the thesis in the article itself. *end of warning* 

II. Look for the first sub-division in the text.  This narrows down the search area for the thesis to the introduction. (You reduce the problem from many pages to a few.) 
                    A sub-division may be indicated in a variety of ways, such as: a prominent space 
                    between paragraphs; short section titles; numbers (either Arabic or Roman); a number
                    and a short title; etc. 
                                      If there is no sub-division then take the first quarter of the total page count. 
 
                           If the article is less than 20 pages, read the whole thing.  Especially if there are no 
                           sub-divisions.  In cases such as these the thesis can be placed anywhere in the article.

III. Look for signal clauses.  
                    A signal clause is something like:  The following article will suggest…; I will argue…;
                    It may be demonstrated that…; etc. 
 
      Underline (in pencil) each sentence that contains a signal clause.  There may be more than 
      One however, only one of these may be the thesis statement or lead you to the thesis.  By 
      locating the signal clauses you are reducing your search from a few pages to a few sentences.
      Read the selected sentence/s carefully.  You are looking for the statement that expresses an 
      argument or what the author intends to prove to you.

IV. The title of the article can be helpful.  The title, when crafted properly, identifies the topic/s and the core idea behind the composition.  A thesis statement contains the topical elements that are found in the title.  This is a good tool for checking your answer.

V. Look to the conclusion of the article.  Authors tend to reiterate their thesis as they begin the conclusion of their argument. 


These techniques are tools to work out the identification of the thesis.  Use one technique at a time.  This means you will read and re-read the introductory material each time you apply one of the guidelines above.  Reading and re-reading is the reality when dealing with non-fiction.  One reading very rarely gets the result.

ANALYTICAL FORM IDENTIFICATION   
The definitions of each of the analytical forms are on Blackboard (file: miscellaneous).

Use the vocabulary list definitions.  Read the entire introduction and pay attention to what the author says.  The author’s word choices throughout the introduction will suggest the analytical form.  This is why it is important to understand the definitions.

         By way of example:
             If the author says that something is wrong with what most scholars think and that what
                   scholars have thought needs correction. There is a good chance you have a revision. 

             If the author uses words and phrases that express change, such as change, process, 
                   evolution, transformation, etc. Words such as these in the thesis and in the
                   introduction are a indicators of a diachronic.

             If you think you have a refutation; Targeted scholars are identified in the introduction.  
                   The purpose of a refutation is to take out the targeted scholar’s thesis.  The structure 
                   of a refutation is a point by point critique.  Hence, refutations have a particular look.  
                   The name of the targeted author/s pepper just about every page of the article.  If this
                   pattern is not found in the content of the article then the analysis is not a refutation. 
                   Rethink your answer.

Read the thesis statement closely.  The content of the thesis and its paragraph often offer clues as to the type of analytical form the composition will take.  These “clues” are the word choices made by the author.

For example: 
           If the thesis focuses upon a change, you likely have a diachronic.
           A revision advances an alternative thesis: words such as  “rather” or “instead” indicate the thesis.


More thoughts: It is possible for an analysis to be a hybrid construct (i.e. a combination of analytical forms).  Even so, there will be a dominant form.  An author may employ one of the other analytical forms to prove the dominant form.  You can identify both, but one will be dominant – your answer should indicate which one. 

Revision overrides all. 

Sometimes a rhetorical question can indicate the thesis.  Look for the answer to the rhetorical question and you may have your thesis.




